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I Was Unable to Save the Lives of Children

Yoshinori Kato, 90, Hiroshima

“I'm sorry I was unable to save you.” These words keep on running through my
mind. I was 17 when Hiroshima was attacked with the atomic bomb. I tried hard
to rescue children who were under the destroyed building of the Danbara National
School (now Danbara Elementary School located in Minami Ward). However, I had
to leave the children behind and run away because the fire was coming closer and
closer.

Back then, I was a first-year student at the Hiroshima Technical Institute (now
Hiroshima University). The classes at school stopped because of the war. Instead of
studying in classes, students in my school were sent to work at the Kure Naval
\rsenal until July 1945. Because of air raids on the city of Kure, I was ordered to
return to my home in Hiroshima. My father had died of an illness two years before
and, in order to live in a safer place, my mother and three brothers had moved to her
parents’ house in the village of Tabusa (now Shobara city) in the northern part of
Hiroshima Prefecture. I was living in Hiroshima with my aunt and uncle.

On August 6, I was going to take the first class in my school. We couldn’t use our

school building then, so we went to the Ozu Factory of Chugoku Haiden (now
the Chugolku Electric Power Company), which was located about 3.4 kilometers
from the hypocenter. When I sat at my desk in the temporary classroom with my

friends, I was excited about finally starting to study in classes. When the phyvsics
class began, a {1ash of light suddenly came into the room. Right after the flash, the
ceiling fell down on us and I couldn’t see anything in the darkness.

We made sure that everyone was all right, Then we went out of the building and
were surprised to see a huge mushroom cloud rising in the blue sky. I began
walking with my friends toward my house in the Kyobashi-cho (now a part of
Minami Ward). We came across many survivors whose faces were swollen and
who were nearly naked. I asked them what had happened, but no one knew the
answer.

The fire was so big around my house that I couldn’t go close to it. Suddenly, a man
held me by the hand. He was a teacher from Danbara National School. He asked me
and my friends to rescue children from under the destroyed school building. When
we reached the school, we saw seven or eight children’s faces under the debris of
the school building. I'lames were approaching from above.

We tried to pull the children out, but they cried out in pain because their bodies
were caught in the heavy debris. I told them to hold on. We tried hard to help them
get out, but the fire came closer and closer to us. In the end, I gave some water to a
girl and had to leave the children in the fire. We were able to save only one child of
all those children. When I arrived at the Fast Drill Ground, I was in a state of
shock.

Before dusl, I started walking toward my house and went through a garden called
Sentei (now known as Shukkeien Garden). I felt as if' I were in hell. I saw so many
dead bodies with their heads in the pond. I went down to the riverside when the
tide was out and walked down along the river. At Kyobashi Bridge, I came across
my aunt.

The next day, I went to the Hiroshima Post Office, where my uncle worked, but was
unable to find him or get any idea where he was among the burnt ruins of the
building. My aunt wanted to keep on searching for him, but I persuaded her to go
to my grandparents’ house, where my mother was. We walked to Kumura Station on
the Geibi Line, and were finally able to take a train on August 8.

Around the end of September, all of my hair fell out and I thought that I might also
die soon. I accepted this fact, but my hair began to grow again at the beginning of
the following vear. I felt energy to go on living again.

After graduating from school, I got a job at the Chugoku Electric Power Company.
At the age of 27, I suffered from tuberculosis and was hospitalized in the
Hiroshima Red Cross Hospital, where I met Sadako Sasaki. We became friends and
she called me “Big Brother.” After I left the hospital, Sadako died of leulcemia.

I thought I should tell people about the students huried alive and killed in the fire
at Danbara National School, so I drew pictures of them, from what I remembered.
Around 30 years after the atomic bombing, I began visiting the elementary school to
pray for them on August 6, though I did not tell anyone about it. Half a century
after the bombing, I sent a letter about my experience to the school and then started
sharing my story with the pupils there. To remember the victims, I donated a
statue of “Jizo,” a god who protects children, and had it put up at the place where
I could not save those children’s lives.

I decided to stop telling the students in the elementary school about my experience
because of my old age. I visited the school for the last time this year. However, 1
believe that if children tell my story to the next zenerations and create peace,
those children, the victims, will be pleased. I put my hands together and pray for a
world where no more lives will be lost in that way.
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Finding My Family’s Skeletons in My Burnt House
Masako Kochi, 89, Higashi Ward, Hiroshima

I'm 89 years old now, but I still share my experience of the atomic bombing. I
believe in peace. I will never waste the lives of those who regrettably died and 1
want to continue to share my experience with the next seneration.

At the time of the atomic hombing, I was 16 and a fourth-year student at
Hiroshima First Municipal Girls’ High School (now Funairi High School). My
house was in Tsukamoto-cho (now part of Naka Ward). My father, Gun-ichi, 48, ran
a wholesale store of textile products. Because the factory where I was sent to
work was closed on August 6, I went to my grandmother’s house in the Ushita
district (now in Higashi Ward), 2.1 kilometers from the hypocenter, the night
before. My parents had asked me to stay with my grandmother, saying, “If there’s
an air raid, the whole family might be killed.”

August 6 was my first day off from work in a long time, so I was happy and walked
around my grandmother’s garden. The moment I entered the house again, I felt a
strong {lash and the destroyed building fell down on me. When I came to, I saw a
light through the debris and managed to escape, following the light. I found many
pieces of broken glass stucl into my body. When I ran into the bomb shelter in the
garden, I saw my grandmother covered with blood. We decided to escape to the
mountains together.

“Please stay alive!” I prayved for the safety of my family all night, seeing the city
center of Hiroshima burning in the fire. I tried to go home the next day, and the day
after that, but I couldn’t because the streets were covered with dead bodies.

Finally, on August 9, I managed to reach my house and found that it had been
completely destroyed by fire. I found my father’s skeleton at the entrance and my
18-year-old sister’s skeleton in the kitchen. My sister, Nobuko, had been sitting in
the kitchen. My mother, Masano, 46, was lying on the floor of the kitchen; the
upper half of her body was burnt black and the lower half was now only hones.
There was a kitchen knife on the bones of her foot. Judging from the situation, I
think that they were killed instantly.

After seeing them, my body was shaking and my legs failed me. After a while,
I picked up my family’s bones and put them in my air-raid hood. Then I
wandered around with the bones in my arms, wondering where I should die. I
thought of dying in the river, but there were piles of dead bodies on the stone steps
of the riverbanls, so I was unable to go down them. At that time, I remembered that
my grandmother was worrying about me, and I went back to my grandmother’s
house.

Later, my mother’s relatives came and carried me in a two-wheeled cart to the
village of Kameyama (now part of Asakita Ward), where my mother’s parents lived.
I lost my hair, had black spots all over my body, and suffered from high fever and
diarrhea. I often lost consciousness. Two months passed and I began to recover
to better health.

After the war, I became an elementary school teacher and worked until I retived at
the age of 60. I got married when I was 24 and had two children and four
grandchildren. When I was a teacher, I began to share my experience of the atomic
bombing. When I saw children plaving at war, I decided to talk about my
experience of the atomic bombing, even though I didn’t want to remember those
painful memories.

The Peace Declaration read out by the mayor of Hiroshima on the 70th
anniversary of the atomic bombing included my words: “Creating harmony with
our family, friends and neighbors and developing this harmony with more and more
people will lead to world peace. Consideration, kindness, cooperation—these are
not just ideas for us to understand. We have to feel them in our hearts.”

I believe in these words, and when I share my experience of the atomic bombing,
which is still imprinted on my mind, I always stress the importance of building
peace through consideration for others in our everyday lives and living without
bullying or fighting. I hope to continue talking about my experience in public as

long as I can.
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