g

]
D
Ml

I g\

s d
7 _

e
i

W

7
7

i E#AE 2023458178 KIER

R BRI 1R—2

Hiroshima before August 6, 1945
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Clockwise from front row, are Hideaki Suzuki, Kimiko, his
younger sister, Kazuko Shintal in, Fujie, mother. The

photo was taken by Hideaki’s father, Rokuro in 1938.
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The atomic bomb dropped by the U.S. military tragically ended the lives of many people in Hiroshima.
Around 140,000 (£10,000) are estimated to have died by the end of 1945. That number includes the chil-
dren introduced in today’s newspaper. Surely, those children wanted to live out their lives. Their parents’
sorrow is unimaginable. The Chugoku Shimbun encourages readers to consider the suffering of each of
them. We all need to take time to cherish the gift of each new day.
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Hirono (right), 5, and Kimino Wataoka, 2 ﬂ
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Nakajima district just before the A-bombing
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Viewers are now able to experience virtual reality (VR)
videos of Hiroshima from before and after the atomic bomb-
ing. Even after pausing a video, viewers can further explore
the virtual reality imagery by manipulating the screen. (VR
videos will only be available until June 17.)

This video (about 30 seconds in length) is a shortened version
of VR videos used for a virtual tour provided at Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park by Tabimachi-Gate Hiroshima, a travel
agency based in the city’s Naka Ward.

Hideaki (left), 11, and Kimiko Suzuki, 9
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Hideaki and Kimiko lived with their father, Rokuro, who managed a barber
shop in the vicinity of the Hondori shopping street in downtown Hiroshima
(present-day Naka Ward), their mother, Fujie,and younger brother and
sister. Rokuro loved photography and took numerous photographs of his
children’s smiling faces.

On August 6, 1945, Hideaki, a sixth-grade student at Fukuromachi Nation-
al School (present-day Fukuromachi Elementary School), and Kimiko, a
third grader, experienced the atomic bombing at school. Hideaki fled the
area with Kimiko, his sister, on his back, but neither survived. Their
three-year-old brother and one-year-old sister died at the barber shop and
their father at a relief station. Their mother was so traumatized by events
she threw herself into a well. The entire, close-knit family of six was
destroyed in the bombing.

Tsuneaki Suzuki, 91, a cousin of Hideaki and Kimiko who lives in
Fuchu-cho, an area neighboring the city in Hiroshima Prefecture, had been
playing with Hideaki the day before the atomic bombing. He donated
many of Rokuro’s family photos to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum. His hope in doing so was for “everyone to live together happily
and harmoniously in a world without nuclear weapons and war, which
deprive so many families of their everyday lives.” (Photo courtesy of
Tsuneaki Suzuki)
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Rokuro Suzuki
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Keiko Uneda, 7
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Keiko Uneda lived in the former Zaimoku-cho, an area now
occupied by Peace Memorial Park. This photo was taken in
front of Hyotan-ike (in English, ‘gourd-shaped pond’) on the
grounds of Seiganji Temple, located in her neighborhood.
She experienced the atomic bombing when a second-grade
student at Nakajima National School (present-day Nakajima
Elementary School), but her remains have yet to be found.
Her father, mother, and five-year-old sister died in the
bombing. Her older sister, Yasuko Onishi, now 91, a resi-
dent of Tosashimizu City in Kochi Prefecture who is next to
her in the photo, experienced the atomic bombing at the site
to which she had been mobilized for the war effort. She sur-
vived. “Keiko was a kind and gentle soul who loved flow-
ers. When I recall her even now, my eyes fill with tears,”
says Yasuko. (Photo courtesy of Yasuko Onishi)
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Ages indicated are those

at the time of the atomic bombing

Hirono, Kimino, and their parents died in the atomic bombing at their home in
the area of Nishi-Kuken-cho (now part of Hiroshima’s Naka Ward). Kimino is
said to have been burned to death while being held tightly by her mother.
Their older sister, 12 at the time, remains missing. Only the oldest sister,
Chizuko, 16 at the time, survived. This photo, believed to have been taken the
day before the atomic bombing, remains in the custody of Chizuko’s oldest
daughter, Miho Iwata, 65. Miho continues to pass on the story of her family's
A-bombing experience to the public.(Photo courtesy of Miho Iwata)
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Michiko Ohkata , 12 "
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Michiko Ohkata was a first-year student at Hiroshima Municipal Girls’
High School (present-day Funairi High School) when she experienced
the atomic bombing. She had been engaged in the work of creating
firebreaks in preparation for potential air raids near what is now Peace
Memorial Park (in the city’s Naka Ward). Her parents and younger
brother searched for her but were unable to locate even her remains.
Including Michiko, all 541 first- and second-year students from Hiro-
shima Municipal Girls’ High School mobilized for work in the war
effort died in the bombing.(Photo courtesy of Kozo Ohkata)
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On August 5, Ayako Kishida and Eiji Kishida returned to Ayako’s
parents’ home, in present-day Minami Ward, from the location to
which they had been evacuated on the outskirts of the city. They
experienced the atomic bombing on their way to see a doctor. Ayako
died on August 10, while Eiji, her oldest son, died on August 21.
Ayako’s younger sister, Setsuko Thurlow, 91, an A-bomb survivor
who lives in Canada, says, “My nephew Eiji continued pleading for
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Kazuko Shintaku , 12 }ﬂ
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Kazuko Shintaku experienced the atomic bombing while engaged in
house-demolition work at the site to which she had been mobilized
when a first-year student at First Hiroshima Prefectural Girls” High
School (present-day Minami High School). Her remains have yet to
be found. “She was cheerful, loved her parents, and was good at the
piano,” says her cousin, Tsuneaki Suzuki. This photo shows her
enjoying a meal with her family at KIRIN Beer Hall. (Photo courte-
sy of Tsuneaki Suzuki)
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water until he was released from his suffering.” Ayako’s husband was
a cousin of the grandfather of Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.
{Photo courtesy of Setsuko Thurlow)

Hiroko Imanaka grew up in the former Zaimoku-cho area but had
been evacuated to the city's outskirts in the spring of 1945, After
she went to work at the bank in the city center, she experienced
the atomic bombing and went missing. Her younger brother, Kei-
suke, 87 says, “My mother couldn’t stop thinking about my sister
and, until she died, would ask the family to keep a door or
window open so Hiroko could get in whenever she returned
home.” (Photo courtesy of Keisuke Imanaka)
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The panoramic photo on the front, taken by Wakaji Matsumoto in
1938, shows the former Nakajima district (what is now Peace Memo-
rial Park) in Hiroshima’s central area. The Hiroshima Prefectural
Industrial Promotion Hall (present-day A-bomb Dome) can be seen at
left, with the T-shaped Aioi Bridge, the target for the atomic bomb-
ing, visible at right. (Photo courtesy of Shizue Kawamoto)
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