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The center of the city about one hour after the atomic bombing from the area of Hiroshima’s
Ujina-machi, roughly four kilometers from the hypocenter Gonichi Kimura
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Kyosuke Mizukawa, Senior Staff Writer

A world without nuclear weapons and war is Hiroshima’s wish. The
impetus for that desire was the tragedy that resulted when the U.S.
military dropped the atomic bomb on August 6, 1945. We call on
leaders attending the summit meeting of the G7 (Group of Seven in-

dustrialized nations), which opens on May 19, to look at the photo-
graphs taken immediately after the atomic bombing and consider what

the city and its people experienced “under the mushroom cloud.” The
photos are not merely a record of the past. They reveal the reality of
what could happen today as long as nuclear weapons exist and, with
their elimination, the tragic consequences that can be averted.
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City center in flames

The set of three photos on the front page
shows the city center in flames and cov-
ered in smoke about one hour after the
atomic bombing. The photos were taken
by Gonichi Kimura, a member of the Jap-
anese Army’s photography team, in Uji-
na-machi (now part of Minami Ward),
about 4 kilometers from the hypocenter.
In comparison with the small figures in
the lower right corner of the photo, the
smoke appears to be greatly expanding in
scale. Mr. Kimura died in 1973 at the age
of 67. (Photos courtesy of the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Museum)

According to his account written in The
Record of the Hiroshima A-bomb War
Disasrer, Mr. Kimura sensed an intense
flash and the sound of an explosion while
at the Japanese Army Marine Training
Division, in Hiroshima’s Ujina-machi
area. He crawled out from under a col-
lapsed pillar used as support for a stable
and ran to the photography room, which
was covered in glass shards, to fetch his
camera. He went up to the third-floor
rooftop of a building on the division’s
grounds and photographed the city center
in flames. “Flames arose from about
seven different locations, then spread
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throughout the city, and the sky was cov-
ered in gray smoke.”

Under the smoke, the city center had
been destroyed. Mr. Kimura spent days
searching for his missing wife, until an
acquaintance informed him that her name
had appeared on a list of the dead. “Re-
calling my wife’s words, her face, and
other things from our daily life, I was
filled with deep sorrow.” The grey clouds
that covered the sky seemed to reflect the
sorrows of the many families that had
been torn apart on that day, August 6,
1945.

Yoshito Matsushige
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Only photographic record of horror citizens faced that day

Amid the unprecedented chaos caused by the atomic
bombing, Yoshito Matsushige, a staff photographer for
the Chugoku Shimbun, took the only photographic
record of the horrific circumstances faced by citizens on
the day of the bombing. Mr. Matsushige took five
photos at the west end of Miyuki Bridge (in present-day
Naka Ward), about 2.2 kilometers from the hypocenter,
as well as at other locations. He died in 20035 at the age
of 92,

Not only was Mr. Matsushige a photojournalist for the
Chugoku Shimbun, he also served as a member of the
Imperial Japanese Army’s Chugoku District Military

Headquarters news team. After experiencing the atomic
bombing at his home, about 2.7 kilometers from the
hypocenter, he crossed Miyuki Bridge in an attempt to
make it either to the newspaper building or the military
headquarters. Due to intense flames along the way,
howewver, he was forced to retreat and return to the west
end of the bridge.

There, he found a crowd of junior high-school students
and school-aged girls with their skin burned by the ther-
mal rays from the atomic bombing. A baby, no longer
breathing, clung to its mother. After first hesitating to
take a photo of the heart-rending scene, he finally

snapped the shutter. “I took one photo while saying to
myself, *“What a horrible thing they have done.” When |
snapped the shutter out of anger and sadness for the
second shot, the viewfinder was blurred with tears.”
(From his personal account carried in The First Atomic
Bomb, Photographic Record of Hiroshima, published in
1952)

After the war, his photos taken at Miyuki Bridge
became iconic images of the atomic bombing. In a 1986
video produced by the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foun-
dation, Mr. Matsushige said, *“We must pass on to future
generations the idea that this must never happen again.”
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The second photo taken by Yoshito Matsushige at the west end of
Miyuki Bridge. The photo shows female students who fled after
experiencing the atomic bombing while engaged in work for the
war effort as mobilized students. (Photo in possession of the Chu-
goku Shimbun, archived at Japan Professional Photographers
Soclety/Photo Archive Japan)
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City center, photographed by Shigeo Hayashi on October 5, 1945, In the center
of the photo is Aioi Bridge, the target of the atomic bombing, and to the left is
the Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall, now known as the
A-bomb Dome. (Photo courtesy of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum).
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'Wh.lt happened under the mushroom cloud ?
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A photographic record of the devastation in Hiroshima
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after the atomic bombing has been released on the Chu-
goku Shimbun Digital website.
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Aioi Bridge right
after the A-bombing
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The atomic bomb exploded about 600 meters in the sky above the
center of the city. The thermal rays from the explosion caused a
conflagration that destroyed everything within a two-kilometer

radius of the hypocenter. Around 140,000 people (£10,000) are
estimated to have died by the end of December 1945,
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Viewers are now able to experience virtual reality (VR)
videos of Hiroshima from before and after the atomic bomb-
ing. Even after pausing a video, viewers can further explore
the virtual reality imagery by manipulating the screen. (VR
videos will only be available until June 17.)

This video (about 30 seconds in length) is a shortened version
of VR videos used for a virtual tour provided at Hiroshima
Peace Memonial Park by Tabimachi-Gate Hiroshima, a travel
agency based in the city’s Naka Ward.
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