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Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War/Hiroshima

Declaration
An irradiated Hiroshima poet (TOGE Sankichi) wrote down his painful cries:
“Give back my father
Give back my mother;
Give back our grandparents
Give back our children

Give me back myself.
Give back the whole humanity that is linked to me”

When one listens to these words, one also hears the cries of despair of more than 20
million Asia Pacific residents whose lives were deprived by Japan.
The 20" century history has proven how much cruelty a state can do to its citizens /
and to other nationals.

We never want to have such an atrocity repeated.
We don’t want to kill other people. We don’t want to be killed either.
These earnest wishes and wisdoms of many gave birth to the Japanese Constitution.

With Article 9 the citizens of Japan expressed their determination never to use
military force to resolve conflicts, and to aim at building a country that would
never engage in wars.

Humans do have the power to resolve conflicts without recourse to violence.

Avrticle 9 is the expression to the world of a strong determination with a firm faith in |
human wisdom and a high ideal.

Unfortunately the present world is still fraught with conflicts.
In Afghanistan and in Irag we have been witnessing how much tragedy has resulted
from the military settlement of conflicts.
We want to tell the people of the world about the spirit of Article 9. 7
We want to affirm the determination behind Article 9 that we have inherited, and to
hand it down to the next generation.
Article 9 is indeed the guidepost to creating a world without wars.




